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April 27,1999
UM HONORS TOP FACULTY, STAFF OF 1998-99 
MISSOULA -
An awards reception Wednesday, April 28, will honor The University of Montana’s best 
employees of the 1998-99 academic year.
President George Dennison will present 17 awards to staff, faculty and administrators for 
exemplary service. Each award carries a $1,000 stipend, except the $3,500 John Ruffatto Memorial 
Award.
History Associate Professor Mehrdad Kia will make UM history by picking up two of these 
coveted awards this year. Silent Sentinel, a senior honorary society, chose Kia to receive its Most 
Inspirational Teacher of the Year Award. He also will receive the Tom Boone Town and Gown 
Award for campus and community involvement.
Kia won the 1997 Distinguished Teaching Award and has been named professor of the 
month by two student groups -- once by UM’s Mortar Board in November 1997 and again in 1999 
by the UM Interfraternity Council.
Other award recipients are:
■ Gerald “Frenchy” Michaud, assistant director of Facilities Services (custodial grounds and 
labor), Outstanding Staff Award for spring semester.
■ Mona Weer, manager of grants and contracts in the Office of Research and Sponsored 
Programs, Outstanding Staff Award for fall semester.




Campus Mail Services, Outstanding Teamwork Award. Mail services team members are 
Dan Clark, Rick Spencer, Ben Hardin, Mark Kleffner, Dave Tremblay, Jim Florin, Ron 
Severson, Rick Stevens, Vickie Lester and student employee Bob Manning,
Gordon “Gordy” Pace, associate director of Admissions and New Student Services, 
Outstanding Service to the Campus Community Award.
Terry Conrad, media programmer with KUFM radio in the Broadcast Media Center, 
Outstanding Service to the Off-Campus Community.
Maureen Curnow, foreign languages and literatures professor, Annual Diversity Award. 
Donald Potts, forestry associate dean, Administrative Service Award.
Gloria Hewitt, chair and professor of mathematics, Academic Administrator Award. 
Harry Fritz, chair and professor of history, Distinguished Teaching Award.
Stanley Rose, foreign languages and literatures professor, Outstanding Faculty Advising 
Award.
William R. Derrick, mathematics professor, Distinguished Scholar Award.
Maureen J. Fleming, management professor, John Ruffatto Memorial Award.
Peter Koehn, political science professor, Distinguished Service to International Education 
Award.
Mickey Hawkins, volunteer with the School of Fine Arts, Outstanding Volunteer Award.
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